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A PROPOSED ANGLO-AMERICAN WAR 
ALLIANCE. 

Following closely Andrew Carnegie's scheme of an 
" Anglo-American Reunion" and Sir G. S. Clarke's pro- 
posal of " A Naval Union with Great Britain " comes a 
proposition by Arthur Silva White for " An Anglo-Amer- 
ican Alliance." Mr. White explains his scheme in a 
paper contributed to the April number of the North 
American Review. He says that if he were asked to 
draft the terms of such an alliance, he would do it in 
these words : 

" Great Britain shall become an ally of the United 
States in the event of any European power or powers 
declaring war against the latter. On the other hand, 
the United States shall guarantee friendly neutrality in 
the event of Great Britain becoming involved in a war 



with one or more of the European powers concerning 
issues that in no way concern the pacific interests of the 
United States ; and, under such circumstances, the Unit- 
ed States shall render to Great Britain every assistance, 
positive and negative, allowed to neutrals." 

Unpleasant as it is to criticise any scheme which 
looks towards bringing about closer and more helpful 
relations between the United States and the mother 
country, the plan proposed by Mr. White strikes us as a 
most extraordinary one. It is difficult to retain one's 
gravity as one reads the terms in which he writes his 
proposed alliance, and still more difficult, for an Ameri- 
can, to repress a smile when he examines the reasons 
given for it. What are these reasons? They may be 
summed up in two sentences : (a) A break-up of the 
British Empire is possible on account of the explosive 
condition of European affairs, and to prevent this she 
will need the United States as the only ally likely to be 
obtained ; (b) the United States is fated to participate 
in such a possible collapse, her welfare is bound up with 
the maintenance of the British Empire and she is too 
weak and undeveloped to defend her interests in case 
of an invasion from Europe. 

Mr. White develops his argument in support of the 
alliance which he proposes in this way : 

The recently concluded alliance between France and 
Russia is, judged by the national tendencies of the allies, 
a menace to the peace of Europe, and more especially is 
directed against Great Britain. France and Russia are 
aggressive and their common, hereditary enemy is Great 
Britain. " Epoch-making events " are therefore probable 
in the near future. In the event of a war the British 
Empire will be shaken to its foundation, and may possi- 
bly collapse. 

The war, if declared, will be a maritime war. France 
and Russia will prey on British commerce. French land 
forces will stand ready to invade England, in case her 
fleet is defeated, and the Russian hordes will hover on the 
northwest frontier of India ready to make a descent. 
War once declared, England could not enter the Triple 
Alliance and thus secure aid, and it is not wise for her 
to enter it at present. Russia and France would there- 
fore have a fair chance of breaking up the British Em- 
pire, since no European power would come to her aid 
unless in the last extremity it might be Germany. 
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Getting thus far in Mr. White's development of his 
argument, one is inclined to exclaim, "Poor, unfortunate 
England ! " and expects an alliance with the United 
States to be sought because the latter country is power- 
ful and amply able to bring a strong arm of defence to 
her poor tottering mother. But here the whole course of 
thought changes and England's (shall we say) accustomed 
assumption of superiority reasserts itself, and through 
Mr. White's mouth she comes forward and magnani- 
mously offers to take under her motherly protection her 
weak, undeveloped daughter, to defend her from Euro- 
pean aggression and to assist her ' ' to attain a high posi- 
tion among the nations of the world," by fighting for 
her against all European comers and by asking nothing 
in return except such "assistance, positive and neg- 
ative," as is "allowed to neutrals." This part of the 
plea is developed in a way to make every " American" 
feel that he is nowhere, unless it be on some insignificant 
" back-seat " waiting to be helped forward by the strong 
arm of John Bull. Here is the way in which Mr. White 
persuades us to " go halves" with Great Britain : 

The welfare of the United States is bound up with 
the maintenance of the British Empire. If the latter 
should go to pieces, the former might reap some tem- 
porary advantage in the way of commerce, but could not 
meet the responsibilities imposed by an attempt to com- 
pete with a rival European power for the supremacy of 
the sea, that is, we suppose Mr. White's vague language 
to mean, could not build up in a reasonable time a com- 
mercial marine and a navy equal to that of any conti- 
nental European power. The United States possibly 
owes its immunity, up to the present time, from European 
aggression to its relationship to England and to the 
identity of their interests. Only the slenderest political 
ties unite the great self-governing colonies to the mother- 
country. No customs union is at present possible 
between them, but a Kriegsverein is practicable and 
urgently needed. Only by maintaining their union with 
the mother-country can the colonies ever hope to secure 
their self-preservation and their independence. 

Unless some disaster befall within the next decade, the 
consolidation of the British Empire is, in Mr. White's 
view, inevitable. He and his like are not content that 
the United States should be excluded from this world- 
embracing power. The United States will have become 
a consolidated nation before the first quarter of the next 
century. Then, without colonies of her own, the United 
States, if Great Britain maintains her empire, will have 
to take a " back-seat " in the councils of the world. She 
may become a great trading community, by the sufferance 
of Europe, but a great nation never. When she has 
reached the high level of a self-contained state, she must 
adopt a foreign policy with its risks, but without the 
apanages of Empire, such as Great Britain possesses, she 
can never become a world power. Her isolated position 



will always be assailable by a strong power. When the 
Nicaragua canal is opened the United States will dominate 
one of the chief foci of the world's commerce and her in- 
ternational isolation will then be impossible. But without 
an adequate navy, she can never turn to herself the 
carrying trade or foreign commerce. To attain a high 
position, therefore, among the nations, the United States 
must throw in her lot with the greatest colonial power of 
the times. 

This argument of Mr. White in favor of a one-side-to- 
do-all-the-fighting war-alliance between Great Britain and 
the United States is the most extraordinary bit of reason- 
ing which has recently fallen under our eyes. One knows 
not which of it to wonder at most, its misconception and 
misapplication of the trend of European political move- 
ments, its overweening and self-satisfied estimation of the 
superiority of Great Britain whose pretended danger of 
collapse looks very much like a mere ruse to entrap un- 
wary Americans, or the astounding ignorance of the pres- 
ent character and the probable future r61e of the United 
States. Mr. White may be assured that unless he can do 
better than this to induce Americans to join his proposed 
Kriegsverein, his hope of supporting his tottering British 
Empire in this way will get no further toward realization 
than the pages on which it is printed. 

The day of Kriegsvereine is drawing to a close. The 
world has nearly outgrown them, though temporary unions 
of this kind may still be occasionally made for many years 
to come. As national unity is being worked out in all 
quarters of the globe, the nations are becoming more self- 
contained and are coming to feel more deeply the impor- 
tance of maintaining their freedom from alliances which 
might imperil their interests and even their existence. 
The whole trend of national life is now clearly in this 
direction. It is a growing feeling of the necessity and 
the duty of keeping herself free from any sort of foreign 
dictation and from responsibility for the acts of other 
powers which has kept Great Britain out of the Triple 
Alliance. The covert approaches of Lord Salisbury to 
this European Bund by way of the Mediterranean met with 
little favor among the English people, and with the fall 
of his Government efforts in this direction were renounced. 
Such a course of freedom from war-entanglements on the 
part of Great Britain is dictated not so much by fear of 
possible evil consequences as by feelings of self-respect and 
by a deepening sense of national obligation. As to the 
United States, abstention from war-alliances with other 
countries is one of the ground-threads of our national life 
which has been woven fast into the fabric of our historic 
character by the shuttles of a hundred years. It is not 
simply our national isolation but our new conception of 
the meaning of national independence and national obli- 
gation as well which has led us to hold aloof from such 
dangerous and unworthy relations to other countries as 
are implied in war-alliances. 
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The same growing sense of national self-respect and 
of desire to be free from responsibility for the hasty and 
selfish acts of other peoples exists in considerable measure 
in the European states, and if France and Germany 
could be freed from the hideous nightmare of fear and 
dread which sits so heavily upon them, this sense of 
national individuality self-contained and self-directed 
would at once develop marvellously all over the conti- 
nent. Recent feeling in Italy makes it uncertain whether 
the Triple Alliance can last much longer. The people 
are growing restless not only under the burdens imposed 
by the Alliance but also under the humiliation of having 
to play tail of the kite to Germany. Germany herself 
would chafe with even more irritation than Italy does, if 
her allies were not weaker than she and practically sub- 
ject to her dictation. The new commercial friendship 
between Russia and Germany indicates that the "Dual 
Alliance" has no great strength and that even the em- 
pire of the Czar is aware that there is something more 
valuable and worthy than a Kriegsverein. 

This new spirit of national independence and non-inter- 
ference in the affairs of others, while incompatible with 
war-alliances, which always involve risks to purse, life 
and honor, is in complete harmony with and in fact 
demands that sort of international co-operation which 
manifests itself in commercial treaties, arbitration treaties 
and various other schemes for the public good along 
peaceful lines, and this kind of alliances, Friedensvereine, 
are sure soon to displace the war-alliances which belong 
to an age of hatred, jealousy and fear. To expect the 
United States and Great Britain to enter at this late 
hour into any sort of a war-alliance is to believe the two 
nations capable of flinging themselves headlong against 
the very current of civilization which they have been 
foremost in creating. 

Mr. White's interpretation of the purpose of the Fran- 
co-Russian alliance has no ground on which to stand. 
It is not the interpretation given in Germany, or Austria, 
or Italy, or France ; and in England it will find few sup- 
porters among those who have watched intelligently the 
course of continental events since 1872. It is well known 
that the rapprochement of France and Russia began at 
least as early as 1875, when the French ambassador at 
the Court of St. Petersburg communicated to the Czar 
what he supposed to be a scheme at Berlin to crush 
France before she should proceed any further with her 
military reorganization. Ever since that time the French 
cow and the Russian bear have been trying hard to 
lie down with each other, sometimes to the evident amuse- 
ment of spectators. That there is in both France and 
Russia a dislike for England is admitted, but that they 
have bound themselves together chiefly to destroy the 
British Empire is a far-fetched explanation of their loose 
alliance, which on the part of France finds its interpre- 
tation in her relations to her eastern neighbor and on the 



part of Russia in her relations to south eastern Europe. To 
turn this alliance into a scare-crow to frighten England 
into increasing her navy and into seeking a war-alliance 
with the United States is, to say the least of it, ridiculous. 
Looked at from the military standpoint, the possible 
European war might make it necessary for Great Britain 
to guard a little more strongly the north-west frontier of 
her Indian possessions, but beyond that it would have no 
more effect on her stability than a war in South Amer- 
ica, provided she behaved herself and abstained from 
interfering in her neighbors' affairs, which she is almost 
certain to do. 

But suppose the British Empire to be broken up, how 
would that affect injuriously the welfare of the United 
States ? Mr. White does not attempt to say. He leaves 
the whole thing in a safe and happy obscurity. He 
appears to assume that the only way to preserve Anglo- 
Saxon civilization is to keep intact the British Empire. 
He also assumes, without giving any reason, that if the 
Empire should be broken up " the great self-governing 
colonies " must necessarily lose their autonomy and fall 
under the enslaving power of some continental state. 
This is all pure imagination and contradicted by all the 
tendencies of modern peoples to greater national freedom 
and self-direction. Most Americans think, and many 
Englishmen also, that Anglo-Saxon civilization would, on 
the contrary, be promoted if all the English colonies 
should in time separate from the mother-country and be- 
come entirely autonomous. This has certainly been the 
result of the separation of the American colonies, as 
England herself must now confess. It would not be 
easy to decide whether she or the United States has been 
most benefited by the separation. Anglo-Saxon civiliza- 
tion tends everywhere to produce independent, self- 
directing States, and the Empire is in no sense necessary 
to this result ; in fact, it is rather a hindrance. If the 
British colonies should become free as the result of a 
European war, it is impossible, from what is known of 
the character of the European nations, to conceive any 
development of a continental power or combination of 
powers which would result in the destruction of their in- 
dependence. They would be more likely to spring at 
once into really free States strong and self-directive, and 
take their place as vigorous members of the family of 
nations. The welfare of the United States would of 
course be promoted by such a break-up of the British 
Empire, which is the only conceivable one. Her in- 
dependence would certainly be less liable to harm from 
such a group of free kindred nations than from a great 
Anglo-Saxon world-empire to which she should attach 
herself in a Kriegsverein. 

Mr. White ought to have told us what European nation 
is likely to invade us, and from what causes, in case the 
British Empire should be broken up. Every nation of 
continental Europe, despotic Russia even, respects us as 
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much as England does. The mother-country has thrown 
more obstacles in our way than all other European 
countries combined, though the time of such doings on 
her part is now happily about past. But if some Euro- 
pean power should fall upon us, what then ? It is not 
easy for one who knows " America," her history, her 
extent, her resources and the character of her people to 
treat seriously what Mr. White says about her weakness, 
her undeveloped condition, her incoherence, her destiny 
to be only a trading community and to be satisfied to 
take a " back-seat" in the councils of the world. Has he 
forgotten the story of the Revolution and of 1812? Does 
he not remember that in the civil war we built up and 
equipped in the short space of three years in the North 
alone an army of one million men whose military char- 
acter has never been surpassed? And the South had 
one two-thirds as large. Be this said in St. Paul's 
manner of boasting. He asks what will be our position 
and prospects twenty-five years hence. In judging of 
this the following considerations may be noted : 

The territory of the United States, not reckoning 
Alaska, is larger than that of the Roman Empire at its 
greatest extent, or greater than the are a of all Europe 
exclusive of Russia. It is a body of the richest land in 
the world, with every variety of climate and production 
and with measureless supplies of mineral wealth. If 
population continues to increase as it has done during the 
present century we shall have one hundred and fifty 
millions of people by the year 1925, and the country 
can more easily support five hundred millions than Ger- 
many can take care of her present population. All parts 
of the country are bound together by railroad systems 
the longest, finest and among the best managed in the 
world ; these are being multiplied and extended on every 
hand. The language and institutions of the people are 
the same from Maine to California and from the Great 
Lakes to the Gulf. The United States has been a " con- 
solidated " and ' ' self-contained " nation ever since the 
Revolution, and has grown continually more " solid," 
notwithstanding the civil war. The curse of slavery is 
gone and North and South are now one. The Nation 
exists before the States exist. Since the formation of 
the constitution which made the colonies a nation all 
Territorial domain has belonged to the general govern- 
ment and the States are set up by its authority and per- 
mission. Not more than four or five States more can be 
set up before the Territorial land will be exhausted, and 
these new States will be organized within two or three 
years. When an American speaks of the country he 
says "The United States" and never "The States." 
Only an Englishman says the latter, and probably be- 
cause, as a rule, he does not understand the relation of 
our national and State governments. 

From these facts it may be easily seen that if the 
United States were disposed to go into military develop- 



ment she would be able in a few years to reach a condi- 
tion in which she could defy the armies and navies of the 
world, without any help from England. She does not do 
this, not because she is too undeveloped and incoherent to 
do it, but because she has a different conception of what 
it means to be " a great nation." She wishes to remain 
neutral, not because she does not dare to risk becoming 
involved in a European war, but because it is her purpose 
to mind her own business and to leave other nations and 
peoples at liberty to do the same. She will always re- 
main neutral towards England without any written agree- 
ment to do so, because that is part of a " foreign policy" 
adopted by her over a hundred years ago. She does not 
seek isolation from other nations, but is ready to enter 
into all sorts of relations with them promotive of their 
mutual good. 

The United States has always been disposed to take a 
" back-seat " in the war-councils of the world, or rather 
no seat at all, but in its peace-councils she has always 
held the " front-seat" and she will try not to be pushed 
out of it. At the present hour she stands with her arms 
outstretched towards all the nations of the world, entreat- 
ing them to form with h er permanent treaties of peace. 
A "spirited" foreign policy she considers beneath the 
dignity of a Christian country. Blood and territory are 
not her trade. Her " self-aggrandizement " does not con- 
sist in going about with a cockade on her hat and a re- 
volver in her belt ready to get into every quarrel that 
arises. She has no colonial ambitions, because she is big 
enough already and prefers to build herself up on her own 
territories rather than to run about over the world and 
meddle in the affairs of others. When her own internal 
industries are fully developed she will become "a great 
trading community," not by the sufferance of Europe, but 
because she considers trading by which the material inter- 
ests of all are promoted infinitely more noble than bom- 
barding cities and shooting down "natives." "A naval 
establishment equal to its responsibilities," whatever that 
may mean, she will probably never set up, at least we 
hope not, but she will some day prove that a great com- 
mercial marine can be built up capable of handling all her 
share of the carrying trade without ocean "war-dogs" 
to guard, or rather obstruct, their passage. The " world- 
power " which she seeks to become is not one to be ex- 
tended by the bullet, the bayonet and the battleship, but 
one which rests on equal liberty and justice for all ; on 
education, religion, Christian benevolence, love and 
peace. Into an alliance with Great Britain and with all 
other nations to promote a " world-embracing power" of 
this type she will gladly enter, but into a Kreigsverein 
whose motif is fear and distrust of those whom she has 
every reason to love and trust, she will enter — never. 
Mr. White's voice out of " the dead past " will, we hope, 
find no echo on these shores. 

Benjamin F. Tkueblood. 



